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BRIEF SUMMARY OF SIGHTING aa i: 1. COMMENTS 
. white blob appeared on a photograph | 
which was not noticed until after the 


photo was developed. 
ecvered that the 


reflects the sun 
ad b 

where source was 
the pic bure. 


ATIC FORM 339 (REV 26 SEP $7) 


‘CONCLUSIONS © 


Was Balloon 
Probably Balloon 
Possioly Balloon 


Was Aircraft 
Probably Aircraft 
Possibly Aircreft 


Wes Astronomicel 
Probably Astronomical 
Possibly Astronomical 


source overexposed succes a Pri 
and the white biob began to 
outlines of a window, 
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big double wes 


of the Law Building is in the exact 
center of the blob. 
opened at just the right angle, 
at the exact spot 

standing when he too 


thee e aie S= 


When the window 
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- April 19, 3960 


I Deitewe that the Soulde> Lisrary provabiy has a copy 
of my book, 'Fiying Saucers, '' You might be interested in 


reading it. 

Thansing you for your kindness in sending me the 
picture aad again pleese accept my apclogies {sr a tardy corm- 
munication. ‘ 


“jicertiy yours, 


DHM fdb Donaia H. Menzel 


Mpactar 


An unusually fine large UFO inserted itself into a photograph 
taken on February 6, 1959. near Boulder, Colorado. The witness 
had spent the afternoon climbing on Flagstaff Mountain and, about 
5:00 P.M., snapped a picture of the town of Boulder, to the southeast. 
Although he had seen nothing unusual in the sky or in the air, the 
negative, when déveloped, showed a small black blob that printed 
as a white, luminous, roughly spherical object,—a typical flying 
saucer. 

Civilian saucer investigators in the area procured a copy of the 
photograph and sent it to NICAP for evaluation. The witness him- 
self did not immediately assume that he had photographed an inter- 
planetary spaceship hovering over the city of Boulder; instead, he 
sent a print and a description of the circumstances to Dr. Menzel, 
who was well acquainted with the geography of Boulder and Flag- 
staff Mountain. Dr. Menzel suggested that the blob of light could 
have been produced by some type of reflection: “The sun appears 
to have been pretty low at the time. Is there, in the approximate 
position of the blob, some house with a fairly large window that 
could have been reflecting the sun? Stand at approximately the 
same spot and look over the region with a field glass. A bright spot 
like this often spreads enormously on the film. You can see from 
the picture that the sun must have been shining brilliantly. The 
shadow, especially of the large barn on the right, gives us some 
idea of the height of the sun. This was in February, and the angle 
of the sun will now have changed. Please make this test and let 
me know.” 

Not until the first week of May, however, was the witness able to 
repeat his excursion and make the necessary tests. Using a copy of 
his original picture as a guide, he was able to stand in the exact 
spot from which he lad taken the picture. He then realized that 
the Law Building «t the University of Colorado stood in the place 
occupied by the CUl'O and that the big double window of the Law 
Building was at the exact center. In May no reflection appeared, 
but from calculations he found that the position of the February 
sun was such that the window, when open at just the right tilt, 
would reflect the sun's image to the exact spot on Flagstaff Mountain 
frorn which he took the picture. The image of the reflected sun is 
extremely bright and the film had been overexposed: therefore the 
image had spread on the film to create the large UFO. To confirm 
the hypothesis, the witness tried overprinting the negative so that 
the entire picture came out practically black, and with successively 
longer exposures the size of the hricdht UFO diminished. As he cot 
it down to the smallest size on the blackest print, he could sve the 
fuzzy outline of a window [2]. 
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I an Wery sorry tebe ec .1%6 
Voy, Dub it cnue TIME on Fue Be 
- sv lan't Sake the reflection nevative 
jowever, EZ have now done so, «ni i aise 
ima 38 you Asked. 
“Sowewer, there {S&S % Comm..c# ion 
- ys» densitometer ia not there mow, 
vernal years. is now down 2° the vo 
- ervatory in ‘New “exico. 
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+ (+ the machine is veing coupled wita 
thing, and miy not be crerit.ne. 


+. write Sac Peak, sending thre 
nem to run it through. 
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in looking u* the bright wot on 
*linesa of @ window begin to show. 
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“10h birrer than lize, Lut revertheless 
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was 


answering your 


the outline of a wincow frame. 
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took it over to tne 


i+ +urns cut that the 
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shoto and your letter, and 


tse blackest print, the 
They are fussy and blurry 


there if one 


there are some lines through 


On 


“na less black prints, it aprears az if the lines coul3 


*.iet images o% the country 
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$= no indication of the sun itseat 


bevond showing tarough, thouzh. 


to the eye, though. 


y the way, how did your anpesrance on the show "Today“ ; 


¥ 16th eo? Unfortunate-y, our af 
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June 14, 1960 


Boulder, Colorado 


Dear Mr. Johnson: 


Thank you for the two photograph copies. I shall 
be interested in the microdensitometer records if Sacra- 
mento Peak is able to furnish them. 


My TV appearance on ''Today" did not go too well. 
Mr. Keyhoe hogged the show and i had difficulty getting a 
word in edgewise. I felt rather disgusted about the whole 
thing, Kspecially since Dave Garroway himself turned out 
to be something of a "believer" and joined with Mr. Keyhoe 
in attacking ine. 


Again rnany thanks for your interesting information. 


Cordially yours, 


- 
Director 
DHM/mam 
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HARVARD COLLEGE OBSERVATORY 
CAMBRIDGE 38, MASSACHUSETTS 


June 14, 1960 


Major Robert J. Friend 
Aerospace Technical Intelligence Center 
Wright Patterson Air Force Base 
Ohio 
Dear Major Friend: 
I think you might like to have for your records 
another flying saucer case, which my arm-chair method 
completely saved, I enclose herewith copies of the 


correspondence and a photograph. 


Thanking you for your interest and encouragement, 


I arm, 
Cordially yours, 
Director 
DHM/mam 
Encls: 


Miay 12. l¥yoa 


a 4 RE ere, 


_onldar, Calerasds 
Lear ddr. ah. 


Thask you for the extra photo and tae laterestiag picture of 
the sun pillers. TAis le a gow example, though | have a some wthas 
seller ome That j vued as UlvairAllom uring ome. AOS Mee have isdi- 
ited, i Sope te de sauliner od isos or, prefersdiv, en eatireir raew 
[win plete book. 


i wae, oi course, extrume.y satlavyiny 24 200 Sal wour recon- 
.#.¢e¢ance proved the correctnene of rey reLiesttioa theory. A868 ior tha 
.i2e of the reflection, there ia no myetety at ail. ‘The lraage of the 
vcfieeted gua iv extramely Dright. ig seernxposed on the flim end 
‘saa tae image arreads. As one [nether oxpetiseant, wa caight try 
over-printing the negative, oo fat toe wtlire pistara comes aut prac- 
tacasly BiacK. AD YOR TNBBe Hac. 4EBi vay Lomger 4anbesses, yoa wiil 
(nd that the atae of the bright arsa diminishes. Whee we get dowa to 
i.e arpallest size, rou may conceivavly find sornetsing interesting, 
though ] deust that the resvlutiow of the camara would show ai that 
jistacce. However, tis worthtry ng. You might trace thle ieltear 

ver to the High Altitude OSserrticory nad ask ome of the astrsacmers 
ogee? 20 run the p.ctare through (ve. contuer deaswbometer. ft trat 
\y Operating, suck a picture would give emactiy the informatica J am 
senaing. 


i am te be on television, che program called “Today, ' the moraing 
of May 26. Iam planning to tase your photegraph sloag with me and pe r- 
\ape i may show it. Aty subject: Flying Saecere. jf shall de interviewed 
ct che same time as they isterview Xayhoe, wha \4 & strong Seiiever ina 
of *4unce#ers. 


With beet wisbeas, aod locming Iorward ta hearsag from you 44312, 


ar ys 


Jor@iaily yours, 


iM/man 
Cirector 


Boulder, Colorado 
7 May, 1960 


Saauriaae 38, Massachusetts 
Dear br. Menzel: 


I would have anewered you sooner on your letter about the 
flying saucer picture I sent you, but the weather has been so 
bad that it would have done me no good to go up on Flagstaff, 


ey as i would have seen nothinz! However, 1 was able to go there 


yesterday, with the visibility 40 to 50 miles. Using some 
more copies @f the photo as a cuide to parallax, I was able 

to find and stand in the exact spot from which the picture was 
taxen. It seemse that the Law Suildine is in the area of the 
white blob,:and its bier double west window is located in the 
exact center of the blob. Of course, the position of the sun 
mow is different than in Pebruary when the picture was taken, 
but 1 did a little Sizurinzg, and came up with the followings 
when the window i383 onened to just the rizht angle of tilt, the 
pesition of the February sum id such that its imaze will be 
refected right to that particular spot on Flagstaff? Mt. 
Therefore, this reflection theory is very ppobably correct, 
taouxh I fail to see why the reflection is such a large object 
on the phote. (The picture wus taken very late in the afternocn, 


as you can see.) 


l am including a 5x7 enlargement of the whole area covered 
in the negative, which may be more suitable for your new book. 
Yes, Il would be delighted to have you use my photo. 


I have. read the 19535 edition, and I see that you also deal 
with such unusual natural phenomena as sun pillars. Therefore, 
I am also enclosing a picture of the latter. It was taken et 
about 14h VP on the morning of Rebruary 23, 1960. When I first 
saw the pillar, it was about 15° in height, but fading rapidly. 
Of the 3 filters which I have, Wratten 25A, Xl and 805, it seemed 
to be the most prominent through the 80B, so this was aleé used 
in the photo. All this took some time, and by the time I was | 
reedy to snap, the villar was only 10° high. Therefore, I just 

took the picture with the shutter set the same as it had been 
overn:i cht; the exposre was 1/700 9 £/5.5 on Tri-X 35mm 7ils 
As yO2 cin gee, ther: vere 9 inches oF snow on the ground, and 


I just didn’t have time to get ready to zo outside. 


There 18 almost no trace of it in the photo, but there was 


aisc a faint round ball of luminescense rizht delow the pillar 
befors and during tne exposure. the faint light streak 25/32 
obd , inch te the ris<nt of the siilar ‘3g a defect or tne mrint, 


ig ire? ail the other2 except tte xillar. tf am Borry that she 
p2+-ar Snows BO pooriy, but the fellow who printed this tells 

ine 742s the negative is so flat it is a wonder that anythinz shows 
' besides the b: ter area at the pillar’s base. The pillar seems 
to >a about 8° high on tne print in its extremities (including a 


' Little bit abowe the darkish cloud) rae nt 2 are doubtful about 
fi ged Pe ie | . | 


Agri 19, i7ov 
| ii Ae iaaaagae ei aT: 
Houlder, Ccoicraue 
\e bear Mr. lohoason: ‘ 
-. ZT must apologize for not haviag written eariier in 


i a 


reoly to your letter of 1S March, i have, however, Seen 
trawebing a greti ceai aad s.st aew cetting Ground to some 
? 


of the lesa urpeank curresucwornce, 


I tind vous sicture’ cuile icteraniing., (am very 


larsdiag with Viewstel! having spent conmderabdle time in 
Boukder end betoy a nate of Deaver. Tore appears to be 
4 oictare polaiiag rougmy Cast. fay Tiret question is tne 
ime of day that you tog tre pieture. From the ligating, 
would ea, boat you teuet cave os ' Lie tun More or iaes al 
your back, ©0 toa thie could not ba just aa Ordinary type of 
‘efection, resuitiog fram having potstes the camera ‘4 tha 
generai direction ofthe sus. Jc you, by aay chance, wear 
ring? The retlection from the stone may have gotten into 


ra te 


L2@ CRInNe@ Ts 9S 2Te Wa", 


Will you make one test for ma, which I consider the 
most iskeiv in w:4w6 of the effect, The sua appears to have been 
pretty lew atte time. fe irere in tae appreximeate >eaition af 
tue Diob aurce house with « fairly large wiadow that covid have 
meen reflecting the sua? Staal <3 tpyrvaimataly the same spo 
aati jeek over the region mio ew f.el¢d giase. A right apot lize 
ais eften syreadcs enormonaly. Yar ei eee from the mcturs 
‘hat the aun jvat have heen ehining Drilllantly, The shadéw 
expecially of (24 large barn on the rigat, gives ue some icta 7) 
cime heigui of the oan, This wasin February, The angie of 


42 aan «6ill now nave enangec. 


Al : Ay Tape ~yalce this test and let me haow. Lam, 23a 
sruetter cf§ Sct. vee suns ty becte on Tying saucers with a to! 
ef new munteria!. fi} anacha wast to uve your photograr..wousd you 
e eniliae to 94 me (oO 8d, WIA vevoer acksowlacsgment, 2: ,fac. 
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2 . will be iad to send a larger copy of this pho 
ot a a ton use + lease let me know if you want any more 
information. 


Sincerely yours, 


eee 
PS: The diaek Lett corner of m 5x7 is apparently ny finger! 
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Dr. Donald H. Nenzel 
% Harvard College Observatory 
Camoridve 38, Macrachusetts 


Near Sif: 


On February 6,,.1959, while on Flagstaff ‘It., a 
7000" foothill weet of Boulder, I took what I thousht 
would be an ordinary scenic nicture of Boulder throw” 
my »rother'’s Brownie Holiday, which is a $7 box ad 
sumera. On develovment, however, a small black blo» 
howed on the nevative; one strongly reminiscent of 
a “flying saucer.” 


| 
| 
| 
| 


"he enclosed nictur# is a 6x enlariement from & 
email section of that ne,ative. “SS exposure was 
1/28 second at f/ll, throuzh a 25A filter, on Tri-X. 
Develooment was nosmal commercial. 


Absolutely nothin, wae ceen in the area with 
the eye alone either before or after, but 1 must admit 
that I ween't looking for anything unusual. 


NICAP in YWuehinston snatched up a ceny of the 
orto rivht away, vul they will not give any kind of 
exnlanation for the phenomenon. ‘As you have written 
an informative book on '!¥O's, I was wondering if you 
“Quid be willing to offer an explanation. I do not 
remember the weather conditions on that date, out 
could find them out for you. I will send the origina, 
nepative 1f you wieh. 


“he pioture was taken at »bvout 5 pm, and tne 
direction of view is approximately southeast. 


Yours truly, 


NaN ai <aitae 


